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In May 2021, "The Guardian" published an article regarding how TikTok was creating
viral internet stars with millions of followers at their disposal. The app was reported to
have created a new type of celebrity by helping users create videos that fit their
personal interests and hobbies and then help them to garner followers through the
use of simple technologies such as using facial recognition to identify celebrities
within videos. The piece also stated that the app had also permitted users to make
money by selling sponsored content or charging a small fee for following another
user.",
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Another tweet by a Twitter user referenced a news article which noted that "the
pressure has risen on the popular video app TikTok. The app has been criticized due
to [a] lack of clarity in its privacy policy." This particular article was published by a
German news outlet and reports that "The Facebook subsidiary was recently
investigated by the Hamburg Commissioner of Data Protection and Freedom of
Information for possible violations of data protection laws. The company is now busy
working on an improved privacy policy."",
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In February 2021, it was also reported that some TikTok users who had provided their
contact details for verification purposes had received a notification stating that their
mobile number would be used by ByteDance for promotional purposes starting
February 8, 2021. Meanwhile, others were receiving messages stating that their name
would not be allowed to appear next to ByteDance's logo. Because of the fact that
there appears to be no clear statement on how people are allowed to opt out of these
types of promotional schemes, many have had a negative reaction to them. The
following is an example screenshot of a comment by someone who was trying to
upload a video with their contact details:",
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On February 29, 2021, the city of Seattle passed a law requiring its public transit
agencies to stop promoting digital media products and services that may be
distracting for riders or drivers. Public transportation agencies in Seattle are
prevented by the law from using statistics such as monthly active users or gross
downloads rate to promote companies like Starbucks or TikTok.",
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In a lawsuit against Bytedance, it was alleged that "The company used the personal
data to set up a database and develop artificial intelligence technology for use in its
business." This lawsuit was filed by a Chinese consumer rights group against
Bytedance. In an article published by Bloomberg, it was alleged that "Bytedance has
collected data on what users view and click on as well as information such as user IP
addresses or device IDs, according to the complaint. Itâ€™s been collecting this
information since 2021, the complaint said." This article was published on Bloomberg.
In a lawsuit filed against Bytedance by New York Attorney General Letitia James, it
was alleged that "the company used childrenâ€™s allegiance to specific brands in
order to gain an advantage in the digital market, where children often gravitate toward
one brand over another." This lawsuit was filed by New York Attorney General Letitia
James against Bytedance.",
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In another article published on The Guardian, TikTok was criticized for its lack of a
privacy policy and transparency about how it uses users' data. "TikTok's chief
marketing officer, Ed Wu, told Forbes the app has more than 200m monthly active
users and that it is 'very transparent' about how it uses data for targeting advertising.
However, he did not respond to questions about whether the app has a privacy policy
and users were unable to find one in their apps because there isn't one. When asked
about how long the company keeps users' data, Wu said in an emailed statement that
it's 'subject to our internal policies and applicable law.'"",
Recently, TikTok has announced to have a new feature where users can now
translate their favourite music videos on the app into different languages. TikTok also
wants to broaden its capabilities of providing different types of content to its users
through various features such as music translation and easy collaboration between
artists from different parts of the world. According to an official press release from
TikTok, "the company believes that music is a universal language and by
incorporating translation features and intuitive collaborations it aims to connect with
international users by breaking language barriers.â€• This is just one of the many
ways that TikTok is trying to make its app more appealing to users, and maybe even
compete with other social media apps.",
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In an article published by Business Insider, it was alleged that "Seven years ago,
Chinese tech firm ByteDance launched TikTok to help people make new connections
in their everyday lives." It continued by saying that "However, the app has become a
global phenomenon, and its popularity in recent years has skyrocketed among
underage users." This article was published on Business Insider.",
In January 2021, TikTok launched a web version of their app on Tawkify.com. Users
can post videos and photos with filters to the website where they are able to be
viewed by anyone or users can create a personal page for themselves with more
features than on the mobile app. The company announced in May 2021 that users
had spent 5 billion times on Tawkify and that they were going to add more features
and make it easier to share content on the website. On April 1, 2021, Tawkify
announced that it would end its service after 9 years in operation when it began in
2021 as a "website only" platform. It was the first and the only website which allowed
users to upload, edit, and share videos from their mobile phones. Tawkify had many
features that are currently available on the mobile app today such as creating groups

and being able to follow other users.",
The app has also been accused of being culturally appropriative due to its
overwhelmingly white user base, but as of 2021, it has a growing Asian userbase as
well. However, many Asian people on twitter are criticizing Tiktok saying that the app
is racist because the only Asian people on tiktok are usually just Korean people or
people who post content in Korean &/or criticize Korea and Kpop (even though they
know they won't understand korean). They say that the app is racist because they
only feature korean or chinese people but never other Asian ethnicities like Japanese,
Thai, Vietnamese etc.",
In August 2021, a viral meme was launched by several TikTok accounts that
encouraged young people to post videos of themselves performing a dangerous stunt
known as "demon" upon becoming an adult. The tactic has been used in the past to
convince young people to take their own lives, and would become known as
"self-harm video". The meme also includes a message that urges viewers to stop
watching these videos, while encouraging those who have already started watching
them to "be responsible" and "stop before it's too late".",
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In another article published in the U.S., it was alleged that "TikTok is used by some
adults as well as children, but it is designed for teens. Itâ€™s intended to be a fun
way to make friends and stay connected with friends and family. But because itâ€™s
designed for teens, the app often turns into a platform for bullying." This article was
published on The Houston Chronicle.",
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The app has been described as "the hottest thing on the Internet right now."
Musical.ly has seen significant growth in its userbase, with its total user numbers
rising from 40 million in August 2021 to 100 million in January 2021 and 200 million by
October 2021; it has also become one of the most-downloaded applications in the
iOS App Store . Musical.ly ranks among the top 50 social networks worldwide as of
January 2021, reaching number 21 overall (number 15 in United States).",
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Tiktok FYP is a set of short animated videos created by Tiktok users to help everyone
become more informed, even if they're not tech-savvy! It can be downloaded for free
on the Google Play Store or Apple's App Store. The app can also be accessed
through the website: http://www.tiktok.com/fyp",
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In March 2021, it was announced that musical.ly's parent company had acquired a
stake in SMG Studio Inc. and its video-sharing app, Pico. This was done in
partnership with Bytedance in order to develop the two apps further and improve their
capabilities. It was also revealed that SMG Studio Inc. would continue to operate
independently from Bytedance and musical.ly while the app would continue to be
branded as TikTok going forward.",
TikTok may be missing features such as a video editor, and its data intensive nature
may make it difficult for the app to gain traction in markets where data usage is
increasingly expensive. It also remains to be seen if the app can retain its popularity
with teenagers.",
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TikTok is an application that allows a user to create and edit videos in real time. The
videos are short, lasting anywhere from 15 seconds to 6 minutes. It has been
available on Android and iOS since 2021. The app was created by Chinese company
ByteDance. TikTok's main competitor is Instagram. Tiktok is a very unique app in that
you get to see other people's videos. You can edit your video like the person before
you, but once you've finalized the video, you can send it to Instagram where it will
play there. The app has many features such as adding music and emojis.",
Musical.ly is not a music streaming subscription service. The app is available for the
iOS and Android operating systems. The app is designed to be used on any Android
or iOS smartphone, including feature phones, although it is optimized for the iPhone.
Users can also download both apps on their computer via Android and iOS browsers
with Java support; however, this version of the app is unable to upload or share
videos, and the download size of both apps ranges from 431MB to over 600MB
depending on operating system and patch release.",
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Besides that, TikTok allows you to upload photos and share them with other users on
the platform. This is a feature which is being used by millions of young people all
around the world. If you are interested in finding out more about this app, you can do
so by visiting the official website of the app.",
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A few days after this article was published, TikTok announced in response to these
concerns that it is conducting an audit of all accounts with unpaid subscription fees.
As of April 2021, various media outlets reported that TikTok had managed to identify
tens of millions of accounts which were involved in posting content on the platform
without having paid for it. The publication also reported that the video service was
working with legal and other experts to help recommend steps which could be taken
against people who had posted content without paying for it. A representative for
TikTok told a news outlet that "We are always taking measures to ensure our
community is able to enjoy the best TikTok experience possible. When we identify
that an account has been using features without paying subscriptions, we interrupt
services so they can upgrade. We also work closely with our legal team to take action
against all accounts that don't comply with our Terms of Use."",
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