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In an article published on TechCrunch, it was alleged that "TikTok is growing in
popularity and its userbase is expanding from young people to adults all over the
world. The app has a huge following of users in Asia, but itâ€™s also an extremely
popular app among teenagers and young adults in the United States, Europe, and
other regions around the world." This article was published on TechCrunch.",
In an article published by TechCrunch, it was alleged that "The news of a big funding
round from the major investors is somewhat unexpected because Bytedance has not
been the most active or profitable company in terms of fundraising thus far. The
company did raise a $300 million round and took out two significant loans, but
otherwise both of those funding rounds include more traditional Chinese VC firms as
well as other global and Japanese investors." This article was published on
TechCrunch. In an article published by The Next Web, it was alleged that "In fact, in
its last filings with the SEC, Bytedance indicated that the firm had burned through
$5.1 million in cash between 2021 and 2021. The losses have increased since then,
and the firm has reportedly burned over $14 million in cash in 2021 alone." This article
was published on The Next Web. In an article published by Business Insider, it was
alleged that "When it comes from China, one of the most promising societies in the
world, you know the company is serious about making money." This article was
published on Business Insider.",
In May 2021, it was reported that TikTok removed approximately 175 million videos
between January and May of that year. As of June 2021 TikTok has removed more
than a billion videos, which is 10 times the amount of views in that time period. On top
of the time and monetary costs associated with removing content, it can result in the
loss of advertising revenue for creators who could lose loyal followers due to
annoyance from account closures.",
On June 7, 2021, Snap Inc. filed a countersuit in the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of New York against Musical.ly for patent infringement related to US
Patent No. 9,065,231 B2 relating to a method and system for providing a unified
social experience across multiple different devices including mobile phones and
personal computers; it also claimed that AppFlyer had earlier informed Snapchat
directly about infringing patents in September 2021 but did not receive any response
from Snap Inc., therefore constituting purposeful infringement by Snap Inc.. In
response to Snap Inc.'s counterclaims, Musical.ly issued a statement on June 11
claiming that it was "disappointed" with Snap Inc.'s action and called the
counterclaims "frivolous." On June 13, Snap Inc. filed an amendment to its original
response, restating its previous allegations and adding claims of patent infringement
relating to US Patent No. 8,196,795 B1 which covers a method and system for

sharing messages including video clips through a mobile phone network.",
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On September 21, 2021, both parties agreed to settle their dispute by making
payment to Musical.ly. Snapchat acknowledged that it had copied some of
Musical.ly's features but did not admit to copyright infringement. They also agreed
that the disputed patent was invalid, and Snapchat was directed to pay a cash
payment of $15 million and an additional $3 million for a royalty payment which will be
based on future Musical.ly earnings from the infringing features for three years.",
In an article published by The Verge, it was alleged that "The complaint said more
than 852 million people used Musical.ly worldwide in 2021. And despite its name â€”
which evokes the question-and-answer site Quora â€” Musical.ly has begun to extend
beyond allowing users to lip-sync popular songs for one another. Last year, the
company rolled out a social-networking component called the Universe that helps
users interact with one another." This article was published on The Verge.",
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The only remaining question is whether TikTok can continue to grow into a brand that
people trust like WeChat in China. Many users of the app have openly voiced their
concerns about this, worrying that the app may develop a reputation for being more
like Facebook than Instagram (which is more closely related to Twitter). If this turns
out to be true, then TikTok may see a dip in share price.",
On March 10, 2021, TikTok launched its advertising program. The company stated
that they would not be selling user data or personally identifiable information and
would only share information with advertisers after receiving permission from users.
The program was launched in partnership with Housewire Media, Inc. and Media
partners in the Philippines with the company stating that they were looking to enter
other countries as well. The company announced that it was going to have "a lot more
Asian markets" and that they would work closely with Zain Saudi Arabia and
Coca-Cola HBC to help "infuse social good" into their programs. They also said that
they would be working on a feature where users can choose to donate a certain
amount for each view of their videos.",
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Besides that, TikTok allows you to upload photos and share them with other users on
the platform. This is a feature which is being used by millions of young people all

around the world. If you are interested in finding out more about this app, you can do
so by visiting the official website of the app.",
In May 2021, Musical.ly announced an alternative brand for its European market with
"Musical.ly Fancast", which presents music videos and sometimes also live
performances featuring popular artists in addition to the usual platform features
available to all users of the app worldwide. Musicians featured in these videos include
Gwen Stefani, Avicii, Adam Lambert, Rihanna and Little Mix; some of these musicians
also use their own customised musical.ly cameras.",
In 2021 it launched the "TikTok Music" feature as a way of showcasing artists. This
feature is designed to help users find musical content on the platform and share it
with others. TikTok also launched a new iOS app called "TikTok for Artists" that will
help users in that space to create music, pitch labels, and manage their careers.",
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TFYP was mentioned in an article by PC World under the headline "30 Smart Apps to
Improve your Brain" . TikTok was launched in August 2021. The app is available in
Android, iOS and Windows platforms. The platform's growth has been attributed to its
ability to edit video, similar to Instagram stories on the platform. However, TikTok has
generally received less coverage from media than other social media sites that have
similar apps such as Facebook and Snapchat.",
You can share your recorded videos from TikTok on other social media platforms like
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram with just a few clicks of your mouse or tapping some
buttons on your mobile application. You can also add music to the videos which are
saved in your device. The app also allows you to create and join group conversations
on TikTok. You can invite new members to the group anywhere with a click of a
button by sending them a request for joining the group.",
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In March 2021, the French government requested that TikTok be permanently banned
from Apple's App store and Google Play because of its pornographic videos. The
Minister of the Interior Christophe Castaner stated that: â€œthe goal is to force them
to make changes, notably by using age verification tools.â€• TikTok can be observed
as a useful case for understanding the development of "internet culture". It could be
said that while other popular social platforms like Twitter and Instagram are popular
with users because of their features, it is precisely TikTok's rejection of such features
that makes it so popular among young people. This is because they attribute the lack
of these features to its ability to focus on the video clips themselves, and thus on the
people they can "connect" with. For this reason, TikTok's success can also be
attributed to it being an app driven by pure fun and entertainment.",
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In May 2021, Apple reported that it removed TikTok from its App Store in China, with
a statement saying that the company had blocked the app for â€œproviding illegal
content to users in mainland China.â€• While no explanation was provided, some
speculate this action was taken due to concerns that the app had been hacked by
malicious third parties. In response, TikTok released a statement saying: â€œWe
were shocked to learn today about this news and our team has been working around
the clock to research and understand what happened. We are looking into these
reports and will provide more details as we can.â€•",
The reason for this is that TikTok's servers are kept on a remote server in China
which may prevent or slow down the location of the app in order to improve the quality
of videos.",
Users of the app have the option of connecting their account to other social media
accounts such as Instagram, Facebook and Twitter. This allows for easier sharing of
content through other social media apps. The app also has a live feature that can be
activated through opening the "Live" tab on the bottom right corner of the screen.
When activated, this feature allows users to view others' broadcasts without them
having to create a live story and even allows them to comment on others' broadcasts
while they are ongoing without affecting their viewers' activities.",
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In July 2021, Chinese regulators forced TikTok to censor its content globally in order
to comply with local laws. The company was also forced to remove 985 million
monthly users from the platform. This led many young users to fear that their
accounts would be permanently deleted and their personal information sold on the
black market. TikTokâ€™s only option to comply with such a mandate is by removing
any inappropriate content that exists on the platform, leaving YouTube-like platforms
as the primary destination for such content.",
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Although TikTok's founders are Chinese and they launched their Chinese version first,
the app is a global phenomenon. According to Play Store Google Analytics data from
December 2021, the app is used in 173 countries and can be downloaded in 43
different languages. It was reported that half of TikTok's users are aged between
17â€“24 (51%) while 73% of all users are female. It is most popular in India over
Facebook, Instagram, Netflix and WhatsApp.",
Musical.ly has an analytics dashboard that can be viewed via a web browser, and it

also offers an API for developers to use data gathered by the app in their own apps
and services. Musical.ly went live on the European market on 25 September 2021
under the name Musical.ly Alternatives, with a broader focus on Musical.ly's provided
content being a secondary concern.",
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